KABLOONA
hands folded under their chins in the characteristic attitude,
Their shyness was so great that they dared touch nothing.
There was no pillage here. They would not have permitted
themselves to open anything that was mine. Husband and wife
sat still. From time to time each sent the other a glance, and a
gust of stifled laughter would come out of them, as from well-
behaved children about to be served their favourite delicacy.
The Kabloona was going to give them things, but they would
receive them as gifts, not as things due to them and to be deman--
ded if the giving were delayed. And such was their modesty
that they never made the first gesture but waited for me to give
the signal. Almost they embarrassed me; and their concern lest
they disturb me was so great that I seemed to myself a chaperon
taking a pair of lovers on their honeymoon.
Through the smoke in the igloo I watched Ittimangnerk's
wife one day as she did her hair. Like women everywhere in
such a moment, this concern absorbed her totally; she was alone
with her femininity in a world of her own, and I might have
been looking at her through glass, so little was she concerned
over my presence. She was very pretty, and unlike most
Eskimo women was refined of feature and graceful and vivacious
in gesture and expression. Her words were few, but her secret
and mischievous eyes were eloquent, and each time that she
glanced at her husband a particularly soft and vivid gleam
came into them.
I sat beside her and took pleasure from her pose and move-
ment- She would tilt her head slightly downward and turn it
to the side, and her bright eyes would follow the comb as it
moved slowly and lovingly through the hair which, longer than
that of most Eskimo women, hung nearly down to her waist.
Looking at her, I became aware that I had lost the white man's
canon of female beauty, and that unknown to myself these
women had become attractive in my eyes. They are not pretty
in our sense of the word, but they have a charm peculiar to
themselves. Sitting with bent heacb over their work before the
seal-oil lamp, outlined against its glow, they seem to be rnedita-*
26-2

